
Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Describe a 5me when you given a second chance.  Did you deserve it? 
Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 
11 Jesus con5nued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So, he divided his property between 
them. 13 “Not long aNer that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 ANer he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to a ci5zen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
pigs.16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were ea5ng, but no one 
gave him anything. 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go 
back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father, “But while he was s5ll a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to 
his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fabened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 
celebrate.24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ 
So, they began to celebrate.25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came 
near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and 
asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father 
has killed the fabened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “The older 
brother became angry and refused to go in. So, his father went out and pleaded with 
him.29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with pros5tutes comes home, you kill the fabened calf for him!’ 31 “‘My son,’ 
the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to 
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’” 

• Describe who each person in this story might symbolize.  Who do you 
think is the main character?  Were all ac5ng within their free will? 

• How did the younger son exhibit and deal with his regret? How have you 
dealt with regret from your past? 

• Describe how the older son may have some pride, envy &/or resentment 
in v.29-30, even though he would inherit all the remaining estate (2/3 of 
the total).  Why do you think he held so much resentment? 

• What do you think the father did that helped both his sons feel his love? 

Do Big 
• Examine your rela5onship with others.  Are you showing God’s love & 

grace to them?  How can you help them to know God’s forgiveness?  

Read Luke 15   

Background: 
The Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law cri5cized Jesus by saying he 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.  
The Pharisees were very legalis5c & 
judgmental, but they might also have 
been jealous that Jesus was abrac5ng 
sinners & having a life-changing 
impact on them.  In a Jewish family 
with 2 sons, the older son would 
receive 2/3 (it’s the right of the 
firstborn to receive a double share, 
Deut. 21:17) of the deceased father’s 
estate.  By asking for his share of the 
estate, the younger son may have 
essen5ally been telling his father, “I 
wish you were dead.” Pigs were 
considered unclean, so it was very 
degrading for the younger son to be 
feeding them. 

Key Thoughts 
God’s love is a giN that we don’t 
deserve and can’t earn by our own 
goodness.  God loves us and wants us 
to turn to him no maber what we’ve 
said or done.  It may be hard for us to 
understand that God is always more 
kind & merciful than we can dare to 
hope. 

Challenge 
How does a sinner come to his senses 
(v. 17-18)?  What does this mean and 
how does it happen?  Do you think the 
older brother joined in the celebra5on 
to welcome the younger son home?  
How do you think this story ends? 

Weekly Memory Verse 
“7 I tell you that in the same way there 
will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do 
not need to repent.” 
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